GRADE 6 – UNDERSTANDING EARTH AND SPACE SYSTEMS
Planets - Mercury

Learning Goals: To learn about the solar system and have a better understanding of how space systems work.
Expectation – 3.1 identify components of the solar system, including the sun, the earth, and other planets, natural satellites, comets, asteroids, and meteoroids, and describe their physical characteristics in qualitative terms (e.g., The earth’s surface is very young; much of it is covered with water. The moon is the earth’s only natural satellite. Comets are the largest objects in our solar system; their centres contain rock particles trapped in frozen liquid; their tails are made up of gas and dust.)
3. Understanding Basic Concepts
Communication Skills
Task: You are to research the planet Mercury and find the following information:
1. How did Mercury get its name?
2. Where is Mercury located in relation to the sun and other planets?
3. How big is Mercury?
4. What is Mercury like? 
5. How many earth days does it take for Mercury to orbit the sun? 
6. How long does it take for Mercury to spin on its own axis?
7. What are the temperatures on Mercury?
8. Does Mercury have any moons?
9. Has a spacecraft ever traveled to Mercury?
10. Provide at least 3 photographs of Mercury.

How do I start? Open your SCIENCE folder and set up a google document. The title of the document is: ‘Mercury’. Put your name on the top right hand corner. Use Calibri, Arial, or New Times Roman font. Your font should be 12 point.  Use complete sentences, correct spelling and grammar. For example: ‘Mercury gets its name from…..’ or ‘In relation to the sun and other planets, Mercury is…’.  Review your paper and use the spell check!
What should the final product look like?  The final product should have answers for all of the above questions, written in a logical sequence. DONOT number your paragraphs. You should also include at least 3 photos.  All your information should be in your own words. ‘DO NOT CUT AND PASTE’!  Make sure you list, at the end of your paper, all the websites you visited. Here are a few that may be useful: 
· https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/stories/nasa-knows/what-is-planet-mercury-k4.html
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRifdKMiaKs
· http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/how-many-moons/en/
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Rubric - Mercury
	Level 1 – D- to D+
	Level 2 – C- to C+
	Level 3 – B- to B+
	Level 4 – A- to A +

	I gave brief and/incorrect answers and/or did not always use complete sentences.
	I gave fairly good answers using complete sentences.
	I gave good answers using complete sentences.
	I gave very good answers using complete sentences.

	I answered few  of the questions.
	I answered some of the questions.
	I answered almost all the questions.
	I answered all the questions.

	I included no photographs.
	I included at least 1 photograph.
	I included at least 2 photographs.
	I included at least 3 photographs.

	My document was not set up as per instructions (proper font and size, title and name).
	My document was somewhat set up as per instructions (proper font and size, title and name).
	My document was mostly set up as per instructions (proper font and size, title and name).
	My document was set up exactly as per instructions (proper font and size, title and name).

	I made more than 7 pelling mistakes and/or syntactical errors.
	I made 4 - 6 spelling mistakes and/or syntactical errors.
	I made 1 – 3 spelling mistakes and/or syntactical errors.
	I made no spelling mistakes and I have no syntactical errors.
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